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Examination showed that the abdomen was retracted, rigid,
and everywhere tender. McBurney’s point was not specially
tender. The first impression was that he was suffering from
general peritonitis from appendicitis. But though the face
was pale and expressed acute pain he had not the drawn
features, pinched nose, and eyes with dark rings around
them of peritonitis. Moreover, the pulse was only 62, full,
and tense, and the skin was cool. He could not therefore
be suffering from general peritonitis ; on the other hand, the
abdominal symptoms were too generalised for appendicitis
with the inflammation still localised. The attack began
on the previous day, when he vomited, and a glycerine
enema was given to relieve the pain ; but this produced no
result and was even retained. The obstinate constipation,
abdominal retraction, and evolution of the attack aroused

suspicion of lead colic. The occupation of the patient,
however, appeared to exclude this condition ; nevertheless,
the gums showed a distinct blue line. Inquiry showed
that in mounting the pearls on gold he used a white paste
called gouache. When he put on too much of this he wa
in the habit of removing the excess with his tongue.
Analysis showed that the paste contained lead. Under

treatment he recovered in a few days. Two other boys
were engaged in the same occupation. One did not lick the

paste and showed no symptoms of lead colic or appendicitis ;
the other, a boy, aged 14 years, also licked the paste. At

the time the patient was under treatment the younger

boy was convalescing from an operation performed for Iappendicitis in a children’s hospital. M. Apert was

allowed to examine him and found on his gums an incom-

plete but definite blue line. He had an attack diagnosed as
appendicitis in July, 1902, from which he recovered under
medical treatment. Some months later he was readmitted
for a second attack. His abnormal pallor, which persisted
even after the abdominal pain had been relieved by ice and
opium, was noted. An operation was performed after re-
covery from the second attack. It was most simple and the
appendix showed nothing abnormal. But a few days later
the abdominal pains inexplicably recurred. Recovery
followed. 

____

THE METROPOLITAN WATER-SUPPLY.

THE Water Examiner’s report for February records that
during that month the Thames river water at Molesey
and Sunbury was in good condition from the lst to the

26th. On the 27th and 28th its state was bad. The height
of the river varied from five inches below to four feet
above the average summer level. The information furnished

by the engineer to the Chelsea company shows that the
rise in the river level took place during the last two

days of the month. On the 26th it was four inches

below, on the 27th one foot above, and on the 28th four
feet above the average summer level. The rainfall at

West Molesey during the month was 0’98 inch. The

average daily supply delivered from the Thames was

115,608,201 gallons ; from the Lee, 44,860,854 gallons ; from
"springs" " and wells, 41,804,021 gallons ; and from the

Hampstead and Highgate ponds, 238,470 gallons. The

average total daily amount delivered was 202,511,546
gallons for a population estimated at 6,457,556, which repre-
sents a daily consumption per head of 31’36 gallons. The

Chelsea, the Southwark and Vauxhall, and the West Middle-
sex companies delivered an amount in excess of their sup-
plies of the corresponding month of the previous year,
the New River Company delivered the same quantity
per individual, and the remaining companies, the East

London, the Grand Junction, the Kent, and the Lambeth,
supplied less. Of the companies which do not profess to
give constant service the Kent rendered a continuous supply
to 99’ 8, the New River to 96 6, the Southwark and Vauxhall

to 95 5, and the Lambeth to 78 6 per cent. of their customers

respectively. Of specimens of water supplied by the com-
panies it was found that the comparative tint of brown colour
varied from four to 40 degrees of the standard in use-an
extremely wide range. Dr. T. E. Thorpe, C.B., F.R.S., the
analyst appointed by the Local Government Board, made a
full examination of one specimen of the water supplied by
each of the metropolitan companies on the 9th of the month
(a date on which the Thames was not in flood). He found
that the average amount of organic impurity in these

samples could be numerically represented as follows : Kent,
9 ; New River, 24 ; Southwark and Vauxhall, 44; East

London, 45 ; Chelsea, Grand Junction, and Lambeth, 49 ;
and West Middlesex, 55. ’’ All the supplies were clear and
of fair quality for the time of year." The water supplied by
the New River Company contained only about half as much
organic impurity as that which was distributed by the
companies which derive their water from the Thames. In

regard to the supply given by the East London Company
Dr. Thorpe says that on analysing water collected in a
district supplied partly from the Thames (at Sunbury) and
partly from the wells at Hanworth he found that ’’ the pro-
portion of nitric nitrogen in it was somewhat high." The
water supplied by the Kent Company was, as usual, found
to be " invariably of excellent quality."

THE VITAL STATISTICS OF EGYPT.

THE late Dr. Grant Bey of Cairo used to say that the

population of Egypt was diminishing at a rapid rate owing
in a great measure to the nefarious doings of the midwives,
amongst whom craniotomy was a customary practice in

parturition. Until recently it was impossible to controvert

this ex parte statement because the vital statistics which
had been introduced by Clot Bey could no longer be de.
pended on. When first established the returns called for by
the great Frenchman are said to have been faithfully
rendered, but by the time the English first occupied Egypt
they had degenerated and become mere instruments for

extracting backshish from the long-suffering fellahin.

The sanitary officials one and all had come to lookupon the registration of births as one of their prin-
cipal sources of emolument, wealthy parents being in the

; habit of paying large sums to secure the omission of
’ their sons’ names from the conscription lists. One of the

first reforms attempted by the reorganised sanitary depart-
j ment had to do with registration and vaccination, but for
j several years the reformers were seriously hampered by the
l absence of a trustworthy census, that taken in 1882 during
J the Arabi disturbances being notoriously incorrect. It was
) not until 1897 that the finances of the country admitted of
> a correct census being made, when it was found that the
r population was greatly in excess of the estimates in
b nearly every town and in all the districts. Vaccination
 in 1882 was at an extremely low ebb throughout the
3 country, being not only scantily but also badly carried
i out. The ordinary mode of transmitting the vaccine
3 was by means of the entire crust from a vaccinifer’s arm,
3 blood, pus, and serum being intimately amalgamated and
3 pressed between two pieces of glass. Needless to say that
- in these circumstances the transmission of diseases other
:J than vaccinia became the rule rather than the exception.
- From a return which has just been issued by Dr. Engel Bey
- it appears that in the year 1901 the Egyptian birth-rate for
, a population of 10,393,687 was 38-5 5 per 1000 and the death-
y rate was 20’ per 1000. These rates refer to natives only.
t The total number of foreigners resident in the country was
, 112,447 and amongst them the death-rate amounted to
) 20 - 0 per 1000. In a note we are informed that the

r foreign birth-rate in Egypt cannot be given because the
1 births are only partially declared. Under the capitulations


